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ANZAC DAY SERVICES 

Statement by the Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.11 pm]: The COVID-19 pandemic sparked 
the first cancellation of ANZAC Day services since World War II. Sadly, Western Australians could not take part 
in the traditional dawn service at the Kings Park War Memorial, nor at any other war memorial throughout the 
state. This did not mean that the ANZAC spirit was diminished, nor that the sacrifice made by Australia’s service 
men and women was less recognised. 

Through the Returned and Services League of Australia Western Australia, a statewide campaign was launched 
encouraging Western Australians to take part in an “at home” ANZAC day dawn service, which encouraged people 
to stand at the end of their driveways, or on their balconies, in quiet contemplation at 6.00 am on April 25. In an 
exceptional display of dedication, tens of thousands of Western Australians took up the call to pay their respects. 
RSLWA did an incredible job in activating people to participate, with its Facebook page alone delivering over 
a million impressions on the day. 

On behalf of the government I would like to thank RSLWA for adapting and coordinating its ANZAC Day 
activities in such a challenging environment. I would also like to thank those in my own veterans portfolio, who 
worked closely with other jurisdictions to adopt a common approach across Australia. 

Every ANZAC Day, we pause to remember those who fought and died since that day in 1915, and to honour those 
who have defended our values and freedoms in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations since. It is a testament 
to our character, and every Western Australian should be incredibly proud that even in the midst of a crisis that 
forces us apart we can still come together as one and pay our respects to those who sacrificed for our country. 

Lest we forget. 
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